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Nomad MFA Presents

CONFLUENCE
Cohort III : Nomad MFA Thesis Exhibition

Jarrod Cluck, Gina R. Furnari, sTo Len, Leslie Sobel, Rachel Wojnar

Sept. 10 to 19, 2020 
Joseloff Gallery at the University of Hartford 

COVID 19 Notice from the University: 
Spaces on campus that typically welcome the public (Harrison Libraries, performance spaces, 
galleries, the Campus Store, etc.) will not be open for visitors/guests.

Virtual Exhibition at nomadconfluence.com 

Opening Reception:  
Thursday, September 10th, 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm  
(Open University of Hartford Faculty Staff and Students only) 

Virtual Opening Reception with Panel Discussion:  
Saturday Sept 12th, 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

Register for events at nomadconfluence.com/rsvp

—

On Sunday, June 3rd, 2018, five artists met each other for the first time at a 
campground in Rhinebeck, NY. Making the trek by car, truck, train, plane, and 
an ill-fated Greyhound bus, they successfully arrived from New Jersey, New 
York, Maryland, Michigan, and Arkansas, respectively. The circumstances that 
led them to this inaugural convening were diverse, and yet the common desire 
for something new and different quickly came to light. Over the course of the 
following two years, a journey unfolded that took the group from Hartford to 
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Minnesota, New Mexico, New York, Mexico, and lastly, Miami, just before the 
coronavirus pandemic took control of the nation. This is the tale of the third 
cohort of the Nomad MFA program at the University of Hartford in Connecticut.

Through it all, Cohort Three (C3) embodied these experiences into their own art 
practices, furthering their evolution as artists committed to reimagining what 
roles an artist can play in the 21st century. It makes all the more sense to then 
ask, “what is the role of an MFA thesis exhibition right now?” Confluence is all of 
these things. It is five artists coming together to answer this question. It is going 
forth amidst many obstacles to create a thesis exhibition as the graduating class 
of 2020, arguably the strangest, scariest, most surreal, inspiring, beautiful, and 
problematic year of our lifetimes. How does a thesis exhibition even happen in 
the midst of ALL OF THIS?

Confluence is about adapting, responding, and figuring it out together.

Confluence is Leslie Sobel’s large scale encaustic monotypes that fill the viewer’s 
field of vision and give scope for notes, data, and a sweeping view of changing 
landscapes. It is Gina R. Furnari’s worlds within worlds that exist in the physical 
realm as ceramic vessels reminiscent of the sea with sounds emanating from 
deep within their histories of place and memory. It is Jarrod Cluck’s multi-
channel collection of motion pictures that capture the cycles of deep time 
and dirt dug. It is the curated compost that seeds were planted in and the 
documentation of bearing witness to their unexpected growth. Confluence is 
viewing Rachel Wojnar’s compositions of a decomposing death mask with its 
fruiting bodies of life, love and mycelium, forever ecologically entangled and 
the messiness of their interconnection. It is the intimacy of interspecies being 
and making and sTo Len’s record-keeping of abused water bodies through the 
tender touching, inking, and rubbing of the detritus of colonial extraction. It 
is a collection of performative pools of matter that take the form of earthly 
watercolor paintings and prints that intersect with one another and go off on 
tangents like tributaries or hang like waterfalls embedded with the black magic 
of the Anthropocene: an index of our own making.

Confluence is the audio, visual, physical embodiment of sympoiesis, a collective 
undertaking that is impossible without each counterpart: all five artists, the 
other cohorts, the professors, the director, manager, artists, activists, trips, 
readings, discussions, van and boat rides that make up the experiential heart of 
an interdisciplinary program such as Nomad MFA. Confluence is reimagining an 
MFA thesis art exhibition in an MFA program that is reimagining what a masters 
in fine arts can be.

We invite you to see Confluence online at nomadconfluence.com, and join us for 
virtual engagements over Zoom during the span of the show. This is what we 
have right now - let’s use it as best as we can.
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RELATED PROGRAMS: 

Virtual Opening for Confluence the Nomad MFA Thesis Exhibition 2020 
Saturday, Sept. 12 at 4 pm 
Join us for a virtual tour followed by a live panel discussion with the artists and 
moderated by Mary Mattingly. 

Register at: nomadconfluence.com/rsvp

Artist Talks Part 1
Wednesday, September 16, 2020 
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

Join us for the first three of our artist talks with the members of the Nomad 
MFA’s Cohort3. Artists Leslie Sobel, Rachel Wojnar, and Jarrod Cluck will talk 
about their artistic practice and their work in the exhibition. 

6:00 pm - Connecting Climate, Water, and Data w/ Leslie Sobel 

6:40 pm - To Live, Entangled w/ Rachel Wojnar

7:20 pm - Dirt w/ Jarrod Cluck

Register at: nomadconfluence.com/rsvp

Artist Talks Part 2
Thursday, September 17, 2020 
6:00 pm to 7:30 pm 

Join us for the final two artist talks with the members of the Nomad MFA’s 
Cohort3. Artists sTo Len and Gina R. Furnari will talk about their artistic practice 
and their work in the exhibition. 

6:00 - FutureOfAMaterial w/ sTo Len

6:40 - Habit Dwells in Place w/ Gina R. Furnari

Register at: nomadconfluence.com/rsvp

All programs are FREE. 
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS:  
 
Jarrod Cluck is a native of small-town Rudy, Arkansas. Dwelling amongst the 
Ozarks where he works, lives, and draws inspiration. Jarrod stewards chickens 
and gardens with care. In his work, film and eco-prints are used to document 
an ongoing feedback loop of observation and response. An ethic of land is 
developed. He graduated from the University of Arkansas Fort Smith in 2015 with 
a BA and has shown work and performed in Rudy AR, Fort Smith AR, Hartford CT, 
Miami FL, New York City NY, San Francisco CA, and Oaxaca de Juárez. 

See more of his work:  www.jarrodcluck.com

Gina R. Furnari is a painter, and process artist focused on investigations of 
place, community, and belonging. She lives and works in New Jersey on the 
edge of the Pine Barrens. Gina holds a BFA in Painting and Art history from the 
Hartford Art School (University of Hartford). Her work includes independent and 
collaborative projects including Collecting Experiences (2014) created with the 
community at Makeshift Society in Brooklyn NY, and Please Wait To Be Seated, 
(2013) a performance created in collaboration with Catriona Meighan (Britain), 
Eva M. Alysse Bowd (Canada), and Lee Wansool (South Korea) performing 
under the name “The Serendipitous Sisterhood” while in residence at Listhús 
Artist Residency, Ólafsfjörður, Iceland. Ms. Furnari has exhibited in the United 
States, Iceland, and Ireland. 

 See more of her work here: www.GinaFurnariStudio.com

sTo Len is a printmaker, sound, and performance artist from New York by 
way of Virginia and Vietnam.  Len works within this cultural dichotomy by 
incorporating issues of place, identity, history, and the environment. Growing up 
in the Washington DC area, sTo was influenced by the art and activism of the 
local punk scene, which he continues to embody through artwork that combines 
those ethics with experimental takes on traditional craft. sTo has exhibited his 
work internationally, including exhibitions in NY, Vietnam, Japan, London, France, 
Germany, Australia, Denmark, and Canada. Sto co-founded the alternative arts 
space Cinders Gallery in NY in 2004. Len is currently the first artist in residence 
at the AlexRenew Wastewater Treatment facility in Alexandria, VA, as well as an 
artist in residence as part of the Field R/D program at Fresh Kills Park in Staten 
Island, NY and a member of the Works on Water Art Collective.

See more of his work here: www.stoishere.com

Leslie Sobel is driven by dual perspectives of art and science. Her work reflects 
her commitment to fostering difficult conversations about industrialized society; 
including complacency towards habitat loss, mass extinction, climate disruption 
and the overall negative effects of capitalism. Her fieldwork driven practice 
feeds her studio work. She works in mixed media frequently incorporating 
photography, scientific data and painting, printmaking and sculpture. She has 
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shown widely including many solo exhibitions.  She curates exhibitions and 
has been a juror multiple times, gives talks and works widely to use her artistic 
practice to increase climate awareness and activism. Her practice includes 
working to change how we use urban land, starting with her own garden where 
she works to increase pollinator habitat, grow food and native plants. Grants 
include an upcoming cruise on the Arctic Circle in 2021, residencies on the 
Eclipse Ice Field, Colorado Art Ranch, the Loomis Chaffee School, & several 
Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs Professional Development Grants.

See more of her work at www.lesliesobel.com

Rachel Wojnar is a multimedia artist interested in ecological entanglement, 
decomposition, and healing. She lives and works in the mountain landscape of 
Western Maryland. Rachel’s practice revolves around concerns of environmental 
devastation and the ways in which its roots are embedded in mainstream 
Western understanding of the more-than-human world. She works in rich 
relationship with non-human collaborators, co-creating sculptures and 
installations with living fungi, plants, and other members of her ecosystem. 
Rachel received her BA in Art and Art History from McDaniel College in 2018 and 
has exhibited in the United States and Ireland.

See more of her work at www.rachelwojnar.com

ABOUT THE NOMADMFA: 
 
Created in 2015, the Nomad MFA program is an accredited, low-residency 
graduate program offered by the University of Hartford’s Hartford Art 
School. It features a high-impact, field-based curriculum that includes art, 
ecology, study of place, indigenous knowledge systems, and the craft-to-code 
technology continuum. The Nomad MFA is the MFA of the future, providing 
artists deeper ways of engaging with their home community and a network 
of communities in the Americas. The curriculum addresses today’s most 
pressing cultural, environmental and social issues through embodied, ethical 
learning strategies. This singular MFA program is dedicated to regenerative 
culture. Courses are conducted in the field, where the program has long-term 
engagements with each site, including the Laberinto Institute in El Salvador; 
New York City solidarity economy sites; Seed Broadcast, and the Flowering Tree 
Permaculture Institute in rural New Mexico; Tlyadona in Oaxaca, MX; various 
activist groups in Oakland, CA; Love the Everglades Movement and the Koubek 
Center in Miami, FL; and the Water Bar in Minneapolis, MN. Applications for 
the incoming Cohort 6 (beginning Summer 2021) will be available in the fall at 
hartford.edu/nomadmfa. 

For more information, please contact,  
Carla Corcoran at ccorcoran@hartford.edu
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IMAGE SHEET

Hi-res images available for download here.

Jarrod Cluck, Eggs, Digital Print, 2020 
Image: Courtesy of the Artist

Gina R. Furnari, A Place For Us  
(select WaveForm sculptures), 2020 
Image: Courtesy of the Artist

sTo Len, Detail of FOAM, Gomitaku print, sumi 
ink, styrofoam, on linen, 60” x 180,” 2020 
Image: Courtesy of the Artist

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/zs52yayiuh8yv30/AACMnPEaCn3W4vb_BNQ41-k3a?dl=0
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IMAGE SHEET CONTINUED...

Hi-res images available for download here.

Leslie Sobel, Pre-existing Condition, 2020,  
mixed media on Rives BFK 
Image: Courtesy of the Artist

Rachel Wojnar, Death and Her Faces, 2019-2020  
plaster, wax, growing medium, mycelium, mold 
Image: Courtesy of Artist

### END ###

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/zs52yayiuh8yv30/AACMnPEaCn3W4vb_BNQ41-k3a?dl=0

